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CITY OF BALCONES HEIGHTS , TEXAS
MAYORAL DECLARATION OF LOCAL STATE OF DISASTER
DUE TO PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, beginning in December 2019, a novel coronavirus, now designated SARS-CoV2
which causes the disease COVID-19, has been declared a global pandemic by the World Health
Organization; and

WHEREAS, the symptoms of COVID-19 can cause a severe illness, including coughing, fever,
shortness of breath and cause further complications including death; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 virus mainly spreads between people who are in close contact with one
another through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes; and

WHEREAS, on March 31, 2020, the Governor of the State of Texas issued a revised proclamation
certifying that COVID-19 poses an imminent threat of disaster in the state and declaring a state
of disaster for all counties in Texas and ordered that Texans minimize social gatherings and in-
person contact with people outside their households unless seeking essential services; and

WHEREAS, on April 6, 2020, the County Judge of Bexar County issued a revised proclamation
certifying that COVID-19 poses an imminent threat of disaster in the state and declaring a state
of disaster for Bexar County and setting various restrictions including a "Stay Home Work Safe
Measures” because extraordinary emergency measures were required to mitigate the effects of
this public health emergency and to facilitate a response to the public health threat: and

WHEREAS, the City of Balcones Heights, Texas, is also taking extraordinary measures to prevent
the spread of COVID-19 and prevent the spread throughout the City of Balcones Heights, that all
persons currently residing within the City are hereafter directed to stay at home and residents
may only leave their residences to engage in allowable activities which shall include Exempted
Activities or Exempted Businesses as defined in the current Executive Order of Bexar County
Judge; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Declaration to remain as consistent with and to harmonize, to
the extent possible, the Executive Orders of Governor Greg Abbott and the mandates contained
in the current Executive Order of Bexar County Judge (as extended or modified); and

WHEREAS, said state of disaster requires that certain emergency protective measures be taken
pursuant to the Texas Disaster Act of 1975 relating to Emergency Management and Public Health,
pursuant to Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE MAYOR AND CONFIRMED BY THE CITY
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BALCONES HEIGHTS, TEXAS:

SECTION 1. That a local state of disaster for public health emergency is hereby declared for the
City of Balcones Heights Texas, pursuant to Section 418.108(a) of the Texas Government Code.
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SECTION 2. That pursuant to Section 418.108(b) of the Texas Government Code the state of
disaster for public health emergency shall continue for a period of not more than thirty (30) days
from the date of this declaration, unless continued by the City Council of the City of Balcones
Heights.

SECTION 3. That pursuant to Section 418.108(c) of the Texas Government Code this declaration
of a local state of disaster for public health emergency shall be given prompt and general publicity
and shall be filed promptly with the City Secretary.

SECTION 4. That pursuant to Section 418.108(d) of the Texas Government Code, this
declaration of a local state of disaster activates the City of Balcones Heights, Texas, emergency
management plan.

SECTION 5. That pursuant to Section 122.006 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, this
declaration authorizes the City to take any action necessary to promote health and suppress
disease, including quarantine, examining hospitals, regulating ingress and egress from the City
and fining those who do not comply with the City’s rules.

SECTION 6. Subject to the definitions and further guidance set out in the Executive Order of
Bexar County Judge issued on April 6, 2020 that all persons currently residing within the
incorporated limits of Balcones Heights are hereafter directed to stay at home ("Stay Home Work
Safe Measures"). All persons may only leave their residences to engage in allowable activities
which shall include Exempted Activities or Exempted Businesses as defined in the Bexar County
Judge Executive Order attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated for all purposes into this
Declaration. All Exempted Businesses must implement all social distancing requirements and
adopt other mitigating measures. All public or private gatherings of any number of people
occurring outside a single household are hereafter prohibited, except as otherwise provided
herein. Nothing in this Declaration prohibits the gathering of members within a household.

SECTION 7. Exempted Activities include but are not limited to Health and Safety Activities
(obtaining food, medical supplies or medication, visiting a health care professional, or obtaining
supplies needed to work from home). Obtaining Necessary Supplies are allowed for themselves
and family members including food, pet supply, and any other household consumer products, and
products necessary to maintain the safety, sanitation, and essential operation of residences.
Outdoor Activities in outdoor spaces such as walking, biking, hiking, or running, provided the
individuals comply with social distancing requirements of six (6) feet and working at an Exempted
Business as defined in the Bexar County Judge issued on April 6, 2020, see Exhibit A.

SECTION 8. Exempted Businesses include Healthcare Services, Government Functions,
Education and Research, Infrastructure, Development, Operation and Construction,
Transportation, IT Services, Food, Household Staples and Retail, Services to Economically
Disadvantaged Populations and others listed by the US Department of Homeland Security and in
the Bexar County Judge issued on April 6, 2020, see Exhibit A.

SECTION 9. That this declaration hereby directs restaurants with or without drive-in or drive-
through services and microbreweries, micro-distilleries, or wineries to continue to only provide
take out, delivery, or drive-through services.



SECTION 10. That this declaration hereby directs bars, lounges, taverns, private clubs,
arcades, theatres, bowling alleys, bingo parlors, indoor commercial amusement businesses,
gyms, martial arts studios, nail salons, hair salons, barber shops, hair removal salons,
massage parlors, spas, tattoo and piercing parlors and all other non-medical, personal care
services shall close.

SECTION 11. That this declaration hereby directs the public from visiting nursing homes or
retirement centers unless they are providing critical assistance

SECTION 12. That this declaration hereby directs the residents and visitors to Balcones Heights
to comply with Bexar County Judge’s Order issued on April 6, 2020.

SECTION 13. In accordance with Texas Government Code §418.173, a person who knowingly
or intentionally violates this declaration commits an offense, punishable by a fine up to $1,000.00
or confinement in jail for a term that does not exceed 180 days.

SECTION 14. Any provision in this Declaration that is not included but included in the Bexar
County Judge's Order revised proclamation of April 6, 2020, the Bexar County Judge’s Order's
proclamation shall control.

SECTION 15. Any provision in this Declaration that may be in conflict with the Bexar County
Judge’s Order revised proclamation of April 6, 2020, the Bexar County Judge’s Order
proclamation shall control.

SECTION 16. That this declaration shall take effect at 11:59 PM on Tuesday, April 7, 2020 and
be effective through 11:59 PM on April 30, 2020 unless extended or modified by City Council.

DECLARED this 7*" day of April, 2020.
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/Suzanne/de Leon, Mayor




Exhibit A

Executive Order NW-05 of County Judge Nelson W. Wolff
Issued April 6, 2020
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BEXAR COUNTY

EXECUTIVE ORDER NW-05 OF COUNTY JUDGE NELSON W. WOLFF
ISSUED APRIL 6, 2020

WHEREAS, pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 418.108, Bexar County Judge
Nelson W. Wolff declared a state of local disaster on March 13, 2020 due to imminent threat
arising from COVID-19;

WHEREAS, in accordance with Texas Government Code Section 418.108(b), on March
18, 2020, the Bexar County Commissioners Court approved an Order Continuing Declaration of
State of Local Disaster for Bexar County (hereafter, the “Order of Continuation of Declaration”);

WHEREAS, in accordance with Texas Government Code Section 418.108(b), the consent
by Commissioners Court authorizes the Bexar County Judge to continue to exercise the powers
granted by the Texas Disaster Act of 1975 for the period specified in the Order of Continuing
Declaration;

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, Texas Governor Greg Abbott issued a declaration of
public health disaster in and for the State of Texas and on March 19, 2020, the Texas Department
of State Health Services issued a declaration of a public health disaster in the State of Texas for
the first time since 1901;

WHEREAS, on March 18, 2020 the Bexar County Commissioners Court approved the
Order of Continuation of Declaration and authorized the Bexar County Judge to take such actions
as are necessary in order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Bexar County;

WHERAS, the County Judge has determined that extraordinary emergency measures must
be taken to mitigate the effects of this public health emergency and to facilitate a response to the
public health threat;

WHEREAS, a County Judge is authorized to control ingress to and egress from a disaster
area and control the movement of persons and occupancy of premises on an appropriate local scale
in accordance with Section 418.108(g) of the Texas Government Code and his authority as
Emergency Management Director; and



WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Executive Order to remain as consistent with and to
harmonize, to the extent possible, the executive orders of Governor Greg Abbott and the mandates
contained in the current declaration of the Mayor of the City of San Antonio (as extended or

modified);

WHEREAS, by the authority vested in me as Bexar County Judge and as the Emergency
Management Director for the County of Bexar to continue to protect the health and safety of the
community and address developing and rapidly changing circumstances when presented by the
current public health emergency, 1 hereby rescind my previous Executive Orders and any
Supplemental Executive Orders and issue this revised Executive Order in their place.

PURSUANT TO THE TEXAS DISASTER ACT OF 1975, BEXAR COUNTY JUDGE
NELSON W. WOLFF HEREBY ISSUES THIS EXECUTIVE ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

L

Effective as of 11:59 p.m. on Tuesday, April 7, 2020, and continuing through 11:59
p.m. on April 30, 2020 in accordance with executive order GA 14 of Governor Greg
Abbott, unless extended, modified or terminated carly by Bexar County Judge
Nelson W. Wolff or as otherwise indicated below:

1.

Subject to the definitions and further guidance set out in Subsection (i) below,
that all persons currently residing within the incorporated and unincorporated
territory of Bexar County are hereafter directed to stay at home (“Stay Home
Work Safe Measures”). All persons may only leave their residences to engage
in allowable activities which shall include Exempted Activities or Exempted
Businesses (as defined below) but must implement all social distancing
requirements and adopt other mitigating measures. All public or private
gatherings of any number of people occurring outside a single household are
hereafter prohibited, except as otherwise provided herein. Nothing in this
Executive Order prohibits the gathering of members within a household.

With the exception of Exempted Businesses, as defined below, that all
businesses operating within Bexar County are required to cease all activities at
any facility located in the incorporated or unincorporated portions of Bexar
County. Notwithstanding the above requirement to cease all activities, this
prohibition shall not extend to: (i) employees or contractors performing
activities at their own residences (i.e. working from home or operation of a
home-based businesses regardless of whether it constitutes an Exempted
Business); (ii) operations to maintain security, upkeep, and maintenance of
premises, equipment or inventory; (iii) IT or other operations that facilitate
employees working from home.

(i) Definitions of Exempted Business and Exempted Individual Activity:

(a) For purposes of this Executive Order, Exempted Activities are defined as
follows:






